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AMI BARAK  
IS APPOINTED GUEST CURATOR OF 

LE MOIS DE LA PHOTO À MONTRÉAL 2017 
 
 
Montréal, April 19, 2016 – Le Mois de la Photo à Montréal (MPM) is delighted to announce the 
appointment of Ami Barak as guest curator for the 15th edition of its international biennial of the 
contemporary image, which will take place in September 2017. Drawing on a theme titled  
What Does the Image Refer to?, Ami Barak, an independent curator, will explore the veracity of 
images. The exhibitions, publication, colloquium, and other activities will all be organized around this 
theme.  
 
With the rapid development of new technologies, 
images – both still and moving – have become 
omnipresent in daily life. Although initially intended 
to reproduce reality down to its finest details, the 
lens-based image is manipulated at will. It has 
become so powerful that it has obliterated the world 
of nature and art, giving everything a sense of déjà 
vu. But does this documentation of daily life convey 
reality? Is a photograph an objective framing of the 
world at a particular moment? Is it a symbol or a 
symptom of contemporary culture? 
 
Centred around the theme What Does the Image 
Refer to?, MPM 2017 will probe the concept of 
photographic evidence in all its guises. The event will feature works that question the status of the 
photograph as a recording of the real, and will examine the fantastical and sublimated character of 
reality. Viewers will be encouraged to take a critical stance toward the testimonial value of lens-
based images, be they still or moving.  
 
The 2017 edition of MPM will feature well-known and recognized artists from around the globe, 
while continuing to give a prominent place to Québec and Canadian artists, and pay special 
attention to emerging practices. 
 
A call for submissions from Canadian artists will run from April 19 to May 13, 2016. All the 
details can be found at moisdelaphoto.com. 
 
Le Mois de la Photo à Montréal is proud to be working with Ami Barak. The board of directors, 
executive director Audrey Genois, and the MPM team wish him a warm welcome. 
 
 
 
 

Ami Barak 
 

 

 

 

 



About the guest curator 
An independent curator and art critic, Ami Barak lives and works in Paris. He has launched 
numerous exhibitions and projects in France and elsewhere throughout the world. The most recent 
of these include Art for the World [the Expo] – the City of Forking Paths, at the World Expo Shanghai 
(2010); Performing History, at the Romanian pavilion of the 54th Venice Biennale (2011); the 
retrospective I am also... Douglas Gordon, at the Tel Aviv Museum of Art (2013); Taryn Simon: Rear 
Views, A Star-Forming Nebula, and the Office of Foreign Propaganda, at the Jeu de Paume, Paris 
(2015); Julião Sarmento: la chose, même – the real thing, at the Fondation Calouste Gulbenkian, 
Paris (2016); and Peter Kogler: Next, at the ING Art Center, Brussels (2016). He also curated the 
Nuit blanche in Paris (2003 and 2004) and Toronto (2013), and served as president of the 
International Association of Contemporary Art Curators – IKT (2002 to 2005). Artistic director of the 
2016 Salon de Montrouge, he also teaches a master’s degree program in curatorial practice at the 
Université de Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne. 
 
About Le Mois de la Photo à Montréal 
Le Mois de la Photo à Montréal (MPM) is a leading international biennial dedicated to the 
contemporary image. Since its inception in 1989, the MPM has provided unique and exciting 
opportunities to discover the latest trends in photography, video, and lens-based art. For each 
edition, a guest curator proposes a theme to explore and selects roughly 20 artists whose works are 
presented in 15 venues across Montréal. The exhibitions are accompanied by a major publication, 
an international colloquium, the Dazibao Prize, and a portfolio review, as well as a series of artists’ 
talks, video projections, workshops, and guided tours for all ages. 
 
For more information: 
moisdelaphoto.com 
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Le Mois de la Photo à Montréal gratefully acknowledges the generous support of its partners to 
date: Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, Canada Council for the Arts, Canadian Heritage, 
Conseil des arts de Montréal, Ville de Montréal, and Emploi-Québec. 

 
 


